
FROM "THE HOURS" TO 

MRS 
DALLOWAY 
(192S) 

AUCUST/1922 
"For my own part I am laboriously 

dredging my mind for Mrs Dalloway & 

bringing up light buckets' (968). Woolf 

starts working on the book after the 

release of}acoh's Room (1922). 

OCTOBER/1922 

"I want to think out Mrs Dalloway. I want to 

foresee this book better than the others, & 

get the utmost out of it' (985). She starts 

using the diary for literary experimentation, 

to develop the novel. 

MAV/1923 

'They think of my next book, which I think 

of calling 'The Hours", with excitement. 

This does encourage me' (1011). Gives the 

novel the temporary name of 'The Hours'. 

OCTOBER/1923 

'I am now in the thick of the mad scene in 

Regents Park. I find I write it by clinging as 

tight to fact as I can, & write perhaps so 

words a morning.( ... ) I am stuffed with ideas 

for it. I feel I can use up everything I've ever 

thought.(...) The doubtful point is I think the 

character of Mrs Dalloway. It may be too stiff, 

too glittering & tinsely-( ... ) I wrote the 

100th page today' (1035). Writes the1ooth 

page of the book, develops the scene in 

Regents Park and follows a daily writing 

routine. Woolf is insecure about Mrs D. 

JULV/1924 

'Then, being at a low ebb with my book

the death ofSeptimus,-I begin to count 

myself a failure' (1062). She writes about 

the death ofSeptimus and starts feeling 

insecure about the book. 

OCTOBER/1924 
'But in some ways this book isa feat; 

finished without break from illness, wh. is 

an exception; &written really, in one year; & 

finally, written from the end of March to the 

8th ofOctoberwithout more than a few 

days break' (1069). Finishes the book. 

DECEMBER/1924 
"The reviewers will say that it is disjointed 

because of the mad scenes not connecting 

with the Dalloway scenes' (1074). She 

anticipates the reception of the book, still 

insecure about the 'mad scenes'. 

JUNE/1925 
'More of Dalloway has been sold th is month 

than of)acob in a year. I think it possible we 

may sell 2,000" (1097). She records the fate of 

the book and starts planning and 

experimenting ideas for her next novel. 

The creative process of the novel Mrs Dalloway 

(1925) as described in the diary of Virginia Woolf. 

The analysis comprises the years of1922 to1925 
(drafting, writing, rewriting, revising proofs, 

publication and early reception of book). 

JUNE/1922 
'I shall produce Mrs Dalloway in Bond 

Street as the finished product' (960). 

The first mentioning of the work in 1922. 

It is still a short story. 

OCTOBER/1922 

'Mrs Dalloway has branched into a book; 

& I adumbrate here a study of insanity & 

su1c1de the world seen by the sane & the 

insane side by side-something like that. 

Septimus Smith'is that a good name> 

(983). The short story branches into a 

book, themes are developed and the 

character Septimus Smith is created. 

JUNE/1923 

··But nowwhatdo I feel about my writing' 

-this book, that is, The Hours, if thats its 

name'( .) In this book I have almost too 

many ideas. I want to give life &death, 

sanity & insanity; I want to criticise the 

social system, & to show it at work, at its 

most intense" (1012). Continues 

experimenting with ideas for the book in the 

diary, exploring and developing themes. 

FEBRUARY /1924 

'I'm working at The Hours, & think it a very 

interesting attempt; I may have found my 

mine this time I think. I may get all my gold 

out"' (1051). She expresses her enthusiasm 

for the book, as she has found her 'gold". 

MAV/1924 

"But my mind is full ofThe Hours. I am now 

saying that I will write at it for 4 months, 

June, July, August &September, & then it 

will be done, & I shall put It away for three 

months, during which I shall finish my 

essays; & then that will be -October, 

November, December-January, & I shall 

revise it January February March Apnl; & in 

Apnl my essays will come out; & in May my 

novel. Such ,s my programme" (1058). 

She prepares a work schedule for the book 

in the diary. 

NOVEMBER/1924 

"I am driving my way through the mad 

chapters of Mrs D. My wonder is whether 

the book would have been better without 

them" (1072). She revises the novel, feeling 

insecure about 'the mad parts' of the work. 

APRIL/1925 
"He sent me a letter about Mrs Dalloway 

which gave me one of the happiest days of 

my life. I wonder if this time I have 

achieved somethingr (1082) People start 

reading and reviewing the book. 
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